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Our Mission Statement
I
Educate families about the plight of the orphan
and the Church’s call & Biblical mandate to care
for the orphan.
Encourage families as they journey through the
adoption & orphan care process.
Equip families as they consider adoption &
orphan care by providing resources and ministry
assistance during the process.
Engage families in becoming involved in orphan care through prayer,
advocacy, financial support, mission opportunities, foster care, and
adoption.
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God is this: to care for

the fatherless and widows in their affliction. James 1:27

Grace Center |

The Grace Center in Bahir Dar, Ethiopia
is a holistic approach to helping
impoverished families, orphans, and
under-privilged children through day,
transitional, and temporary care,
women’s empowerment, sponsorship,
Hope Memorial Medical Clinic, and after
school and literacy programs. Abba’s Hands
is partnering with this ministry as they strive
to keep families together while providing a safe
and loving haven for children and showing Christ’s love to all they meet.

In this picture, Baby Tigist, who came to the center when she was six
months old, weighed only eight pounds. At www.gracecenterfoundation.org
you can see the miraculous “after” pictures of this healthy, 2 year old

girl along with other stories of what God has done through this ministry.

Is God calling you to get involved? Along with prayer, Grace Center
Foundation offers many ways for you to help, including child
sponsorship for only $40/month, 100% of which goes to the child.
Visit their website for all the details.
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Leadership: Team Leader: Chris Bell - this team will be overseeing the entire ministry including
the budget from funds raised and received by designated donations.

Foster Care Support: Team Leaders: Byron and Dana Lohrer - this team will assist families
looking to become foster families or respite care (emergency foster care) families. They will
offer assistance with paperwork as well as practical assistance to foster families in the church.

Missions & Orphanage Partnership: Team Leaders: Jamie and Amanda Slate and Cyndi
Crook - this team will work with the Grace Center in Ethiopia building our partnership
with them here as well as going on mission trips there. They will be our global link to
orphan care.

Bags of Hope: Team Leader: Kristin Bell - this team ensures that every child that comes to the
Stephens County Youth Shelter receives a bag with essential items to keep their belongings in.
They will be a contact point for the Youth Shelter to request items to meet children’s
immediate needs. Our Ladies’ Quilting Group is helping to sew these bags for the kids.

Prayer & Encouragement: Team Leader: Jennifer Seeberger - in addition to praying for the
entire ministry, this team will send out communication with church foster families as well as

build relationships with foster families in the community. They will provide spiritual support
as well as providing for physical needs such as meals, clothing, etc.

Events: Team Leader: Charlsie Harty - this team will act as our community outreach by hosting
activities for all foster families in Stephens county; the goal being three events per year. As we
grow, they will be hosting conferences to help foster families and spread this ministry to other
churches and communities.

Library & Resources: Team Leaders: Dana Lohrer and Chris Bell - this team will provide books
and learning tools in our church library regarding adoption, foster, and orphan care.

Adoption Support: Team Leader: God will Provide Soon - though we are not an adoption
agency, we do want to have a team in place to help those considering foreign or domestic
adoption with information, help with paperwork, fundraising, and/or just walking along side
them. Please let us know if God calls you to lead this team.

Newsletter & Media: Team Leader Kristen Arrington - this team will compile information from
all teams to distribute as a newsletter, as well as update the webpage and Facebook group. The

main focus will be to keep everyone updated and encouraged.

Your Role: If you feel lead to be a part of this ministry, please contact Chris Bell for more

information. Even if God is not calling you to directly be involved with foster and orphan care,
He is calling you to pray for those who are. When we join together, we will prevail.

And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two-will withstand him
a threefold cord is not quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 4:12




Statistics

|
There are 163 million orphans in the world.

In the US, there are 500,000 children in foster care.

In Oklahoma, there are 8,000+ children in foster care.

In Stephens County, there are 130 children in foster care.

Nearly 40% of American adults have considered adopting a
child, but no more than 2% have actually adopted. If just 1 in 500 of these adults
adopted, every waiting child in foster care would have a permanent home.

37 million people in the US live in households with incomes below poverty level.
13 million of those living in poverty are children.
Every 32 seconds, a baby is born into poverty - 2,692 a day.
100,000 - 300,000 US children are trafficked each year within our country.

Foster Family Spotlight:

heChasteens

Foster Family for 8 Years 5 Current/24 Total Foster Children 2 Adopted Children

God often uses times of adversity for His
glory, leading us to new experiences we may not
have planned for ourselves. A difficult family
situation is how He led Jerry and Johnny Chasteen
to begin foster care.

The Chastees adopted two children, Joe and
Joyce, at the ages of 18 months and 7 years. Even
though their children are now adults, their home
is still open to children who need them. In the last
8 years, the Chasteens have provided a loving,
Christian home to 24 foster children including two
boys and three girls they have currently.

Their service continues in the leadership of
the Foster Family Support Group which meets the
last Monday of every month at the Senior Citizens
Center. They also offer continuing education _
classes which help foster families gain credit For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are
hours, allowing them to maintain their status with sons of God. For if you did not receive the spirit of bol
DHS. They are a blessing and Godly example to \ again to fear, but you received the Spirit of addption &

our church family. \whom we c¢cry out, A]lG/tg a F

\ .

These things | have spoken to you, so that in Me you
have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but tak
courage; | have overcome the world. ;John 1

Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; br
. . | .
justice to the fatherless, plead the widows case. Isaic



Story of Adoption:

the HODDS
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to try to conceive a child. Heartbroken at this failed attempt, they began searching for
an adoption agency which resulted in even more disappointment. Finally, they were
referred to an agency in Abilene, TX. There they discovered how a progressive adoption
agency functions. The facility provided room, board, and prenatal care for girls who had decided to give birth rather
than abort their babies and helped them find work locally during their pregnancy.

The agency encouraged the Hobbs to write a letter about themselves and put it in newspapers to encourage
young ladies to contact them about adopting a baby. They were warned about and received calls from many
dzy 8 ONXMzLJdzf 2dza OF f f SNB GNBAy3 (2 aqasStfté GKSANI oO6lFoeé F2N
who said she already had children and was going through a divorce. She simply could not afford another child. They
visited with her weekly for many months until suddenly, she stopped calling. Fear set in that this was another dead enc

Troy and Gail learned that the woman did not have a phone and had been walking several blocks with all her
other children in tow to use a pay phone to call them. Then, one rainy night, they received a call that their baby was
being born and they should come to the hospital right away. Gail was able to stay in Texas until the adoption process
was completed, then bring their new baby boy, Ty, home to Duncan.

Today, Ty is developing into a wondergul young man, full of confidence, compassion, and physical ability.
¢CKNRdZAK KAAd Y2G0KSNE DIFAfQazx SyO2dzaNI 3SYSy iz KS KIF & LIN
G2 are KS aK2ga | az2¥4d aiARS F2NJ 6KS dzyRSNR23a&a FyR tS
IAFEG ¢ ! R2LIIAZ2Y Yl @ y20 6S FT2N SOSNR2yS> odzi Al KI
Baptist Church, they have shared their blessing with us, too.
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Comfort [+ =) Library Resources
Baskets ADOPTED Adopted for Life

FOR LIFI

by Russell D. Moore

"...a God-centered, gospel-
P saturated, culturally-sensitive,
: Tgk i *;--; mission-focused, desperately

: 7 needed exploration of the priority
! and privilege of adoption. He
I exposes misconceptions and uncovers
I misunderstandings that not only keep us from
task. By blessing them with a basket of i fostering an adoptive culture in our churches but
goodies and gift cards, we can show the i also keep us from truly understanding the gospel
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love of Christ and our support of the work | by which we are adopted as sons and daughters
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Comfort Baskets and delivered them to
DHS and Youth Services workers on March
9th. These 26 people serve and love
children in need day in and day out, which
can many times be a difficult, stressful

they do. Each quarter will have a theme, . of God. This book contains encouragement for

and the next baskets will be delivered in . children who have been adopted and the parents
June, September, and December. Please . who've adopted them, practical advice for parents
contact Jennifer Seeberger if you would ' who are considering adoption, parents who have
like to make a donation or purchase items ! never considered adoption, and admonishment for
| the church-at-large to consider how to be obedient
| to scriptural commands to care for orphans here

i and around the world. Readers will find themselves
. laughing on one page, crying on the next, and

. ultimately bowing before God, thanking him for

. adopting them into his heavenly family and

. considering how to show his love to the fatherless

' on earth." - David Platt, Senior Pastor,

I The Church at Brook Hills, Birmingham, Alabama

Upcoming Event

We will be hosting a Foster Family Day Out
on Saturday, May 7th for all foster families
in Stephens County. More details to come!




