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ARE ELDERS BIBLICAL?

Since February of this year, eleven men selected by the church have been studying the biblical teaching of elders. Those eleven included: Paul Greenwood, Kevin Stewart, Mark Spradlin, Loren Swor, Doug Smith, Jackie Allen, Chris Bell, Robert Davenport, Brian Holland, Dan Jones and James Trusley.  The purpose of the meetings was to research and evaluate Elder leadership in the church and if we needed to implement it into our church government.

The first question we grappled with was, “Are elders biblical?” So as you can imagine we went to the bible to see what it had to say. 

Interestingly, the term Elder is referenced well over 200 times in both the Old and New Testaments.  It is not used as a description of age as much as it is used to describe a position.  The position of Elder is one of leadership being appointed or selected by others.             

The first mention of Elders in the Bible is found in Exodus Chapter 3 when Moses is directed by God to gather the Elders together so that he can inform them that God has heard their cry and was going to lead them out of their captivity in Egypt.  At this point, the existence of Elders is presupposed or a given as God talks to Moses.  We note also the leadership role of these Elders as they represented others.  

However, there are also examples, included in the New Testament where the appointing of Elders is encouraged.  Specifically in Titus 1:5 Paul directs Titus to appoint Elders in Crete.  

The purpose of appointing elders in the book of Titus was to “put things in order”.  You can see here that the role of the Elders was to assist in governing the church.  You get that same sense again in I Timothy 5:17 when they are mentioned as “directing the affairs of the church” and “those whose work is preaching and teaching”.  This also establishes an additional role of Elders to preach and teach for the purpose of making disciples and growing believers within the church.  Earlier in I Timothy 3 you also see the role of Elders referred to as Overseer.

It is clear from the number of biblical references to Elders in both the Old and New Testament as a representative and governing body in the church that the existence and purpose of the office is biblically based. 
_______________________________________________________________________________
Selected New Testament References to Elders:

Acts 20:17(Speaks to the role elders played in the early church)

 1 Timothy 3:1-7 (Speaks to the qualifications to be an Elder)
1 Timothy 5:17 (Refers to the role of Elders)

Titus 1:5 (Refers to the appointment process for Elders in the early church)

 James 5:14 (Talks about the importance of praying Elders)

1 Peter 5:1 (Indicates the plurality of Elders in the early church)
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