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ARE ELDERS BAPTIST?
The Dictionary says an Oxymoron – is a figure of speech in which apparently contradictory terms appear together in a compound word or phrase.
· Serious  Fun 

· Jumbo Shrimp

· Government Organization

· Politically Correct

· Rap Music

· Pretty Ugly

There’s a bit of an Oxymoron that has become prevalent in our denomination over the past few years it’s the term Baptist - Elder. For some reason these words have become contradictory and opposing in some of our Southern Baptist churches, and I’m not sure why.
The beginnings of Baptist Life and specifically, the Southern Baptist denomination are rooted in Elder-Led Congregationalism.
1. Baptist History

The practice of Plural or Multiple Elder Leadership was very common in Baptist life in England during the 17th and 18th Centuries.  
Minutes that were saved from the Philadelphia Baptist Association, dating from 1707 to 1807gave us ample evidence of Plural Eldership in our earliest beginnings in the States.
The New Hampshire Confession of 1833, which was the foundation document for what we now know as the Baptist Faith and Message, identifies the churches only Scriptural officers as Elders, or Pastors and Deacons. 

Records show that in the South, many Baptist churches in the 18th and 19th Centuries had a plurality of elders in Leadership.

Baptist historian Greg Willis writes, “These Elders (or overseers) assisted the Pastor as necessary, in teaching, administering Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They were Leaders of the congregation by their wisdom, knowledge and experience.  Such churches recognized the gifts and the callings of all elders among them.”

Finally, one of the Founders of the Southern Baptist Convention and our first denominational President - W.B. Johnson outlined the Biblical evidence and need for Plural Eldership, when he stated:

“In a Plurality, each Elder brings a different set of gifts and abilities so that the Whole Body profits by sharing together in ministry.  It’s very important to have Multiple Elders, to provide mutual counsel and aid, so that the government and edification of the entire flock may be promoted in the best manner.”

2. Other Baptist Churches
It is important to know that other respected Baptist churches in our area have already adopted this leadership structure:
· Henderson Hills Baptist Church in Edmond
· Grace Baptist Church in Tahlequah

· The Village Church in Dallas
· Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington D.C.
In conclusion we have come to believe that yes Elder led congregations can indeed be considered Baptist. 
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